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TOWNS  AND  TOWNSPEOPLE  IN THE  FIFTEENTH CENTURY.  Edited
by John A. F. Thomson. 1988. Alan Sutton  Publishing Ltd., Gloucester,
£17.50.

The late-medieval town was something like the Thatcherite vision of an
institution of  higher  education: a corporate body run on business lines in
competition with its rivals.  Then  as now  both  faced  a  decline in the total number
of customers and  a growth  in oligarchy.  These  are the  issues  at the forefront of
late-medieval urban history and at the core of  this  collection of  papers  delivered
at  a  colloquium held at Glasgow in September  1986.

D. M. Palliser takes the reader into the topic by a safe  route  through  the
minefield of controversy about urban decay. He rejects generalisation in favour
of the particular; a mosaic of local and  regional  particulars in fact, in which, he
suggests, future historians should  explore  the constant shift in town  fortunes
both  within  and between regions.  Gervase  Rosser illuminates his point with  a
lively account  of the development of Westminster as  a  suburb of  London
combining the characteristics of an early West End serving the needs of the
quality (apparently all the needs) and of a medieval equivalent, since its business
quarter lay within  the  bounds  of sanctuary, of  a  tax haven. No decay here.
Stephen H.  Rigby clarifies the question of oligarchy, drawing attention to the
inherent potential for conflict  within  a town between rule by the rich and more
popular participation and demonstrating, without  being  able to explain it, how
informal plutocracy gave way to more formal oligarchy. Jennifer 1.  Kermode
adds a detailed  case  study of York, Hull and Beverley which suggests that
conflict depended on size. Thus in  a  large town like York the drift to oligarchy
was punctuated by opposition and in the end limited by popular reaction while
in Hull, one-third its size, so few were qualified to hold public office  that  little
resistance was offered. Popular  participation  in government was not the  only
casualty in the fifteenth century. P. J. P. Goldberg further demonstrates how
women, who in York in the early fifteenth century enjoyed something like equal
employment opportunities and  a  degree of personal freedom, found  themselves
in the later decades reduced to domestic  service and the control of male
dominated families; that  is unless  they kept pubs or turned to prostitution.

Other contributors take the  reader  beyond the  town walls. Rosemary E.
Horrox shows  that  even before 1500 the social distinction between town and
country was  blurred  and  that  gentlemen were as much at home in the one as in
the  other.  While  one may wonder  whether  the term urban gentry when applied
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to the eighteenth century means quite the  same  thing, hers is an important
corrective to received wisdom. Norman P. Tanner, in  a  discussion of the Church
in late-medieval  Norwich which  is in  truth  more directed to the debate about the
pre—reformation  Church  than the late-medieval town, nevertheless reminds us
that  city, hinterland and diocese have as much in  common  as separates them.
Finally two contributions place England in  a  wider perspective. Michael Lynch,
while  suggesting a similar complexity of experience north of the border, makes
it clear that in comparison with Scotland English sources are abundant. And
Anne E. Curry shows  how lucky compared with Norman towns  even  the  most
unfortunate of English towns was.  They did not find themselves in the midst of
international war in  which  self-preservation and survival, graphically illustrated
by the  case  of Mantes in  1449, put  such  issues as the amalgamation of parishes
or the precise composition of the  town  council into the shade.

This  is a stimulating collection  with  no weak links. Somewhat unusually
these  days, the volume has  unity of purpose and centrality of  theme.  It  points
the way' to future  work  and, no doubt, future  debate.  In particular the regional
differences  pointed  to by Palliser (and  Tanner) will no doubt loom larger.
Possible  controversy is indicated  even  in the differences of view of the
contributors.  Horrox  might  wish  to  challenge Rosser’s  perception of the  social
affectation of the Fortnums and  Masons  of the fifteenth century who set up
business in Westminster. Goldberg suggests  that  the worsening situation of
women in York was directly related to the  city’s  decline. But did their  situation
improve, say, in Westminster?  What  precisely was the relationship between the
different economic experiences but shared social changes of late-medieval
towns? And if it is really the case, as is  hinted  at in several essays, that urban
England was  more  ‘liberal’ at the end of the fourteenth  century than  at the

'beginning of the sixteenth, yet more  rethinking will  have  to be  undertakeh
about the ‘progress’ of English history. But  then  academics whose formative
years were the  19605  are well placed for such  a task; they have already been
forced to face up to it in their professional lives.

‘ - A. J.  POLLARD

CAMDEN MISCELLANY VOLUME  XXIX.  Camden Fourth Series  Volume
34.  London; the Royal Historical Society; [987.  Available from Boydell &
Brewer, Woodbridgc, £l0 (£7.50 to members of the R. H. S. ).

The  latest  Camden Misqellany comprises editions of five  previously
unpublished sources of various  dates, but the one of particular interest to
readers  of The  Ricardian  is  another  scholarly edition by Rosemary Horrox,
‘Financial memoranda of the reign of Edward V:  Longleat  Miscellaneous
Manuscript  Book  II’.  This  is a little  volume  of 30  folios, printed in full (pp.214-
44) with a lucid  and concise  introduction  (pp.200-l3) and  a  separate  index
(pp.4l7-20).

The volume comprises mostly financial memoranda  which  Dr.  Horrox  is
able to  date  closely to the period  c.16  May-9 June  I483.  She  shows that  this
long-known  but neglected  book  ‘has considerable unity of content despite its
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piecemeal compilation’. It was apparently drawn up by Exchequer officials
concerned  with  balancing Crown income and expenditure, and may have  been
intended for  those  officials as  aides memoire  for attending meetings of the Privy
Council. The memoranda concentrate heavily on defence and military
expenditure, especially the costs of garrisoning Berwick and Calais. The sums
involved indicate the serious drain of the Scottish war, and refute the
contemporary belief that Edward 1V had amassed much treasure.  ‘The  picture
of  hand-to-mouth  financing which emerges . .  .  helps to  explain  why Richard
111 so  soon found  himself in financial  difficulties.’

The manuscript is  thus  vital for  a  study of Crown finance in  1483, but it
also  contains  much interesting detail on Crown debtors and  creditors, the
revenues  from  royal manors, and  overseas  trade. It is meticulously edited,
though  the useful index assumes  that  readers can identify places indexed only
under their modern names, like ‘Jene' or  ‘Geyne’ for Genoa.

D. M.  PALLISER

THE  DECLINE  OF THE  CASTLE.  M. W.  Thompson.  1987.  Cambridge
University Press, £15.

Apart from a  very small  number of articles, usually dealing with  very specific
aspects of the decline of the castle, there has been no published  treatment  of  this
fascinating matter until now. Michael Thompson, a  respected and established
figure in the circles of  castellologie,  undoubtedly whets our appetite  with  this
first full  length  foray.

Thompson  is an architectural historian. Until his retirement, he worked in
the Ancient Monuments Inspectorate, and in  that  capacity wrote  some excellent
HMSO  guidebooks  including those on Pickering and  Kenilworth, while  putting
together  some  equally fine guides for other bodies, notably that  on  Tattershall
for the National  Trust.  Not surprisingly, the pages of this new volume contain
much  detail on  such  individual castles, and  they also  provide  some analysis of
the evolution of  building types which his castles exemplify. Of course, changes
in the anatomy of  castles reflect  rather  than explain their apparent decline, and
in this respect, the architectural  historian’s  skill is  limited  to cataloguing, as it
were, the story with  which he is  concerned. Thompson  certainly does not limit
his brief to  such  a  mere catalogue, for he pronounces in his preface that he
intends to  attempt  the daunting explanation  principally by a  comparison with
developments in  Scotland, Ireland and the Continent; by looking at  castles  in
the light of improving artillery; and  most complex  of all, by looking at  changing
patterns in  society.  How far he succeeds in  this investigation  must  constitute  the
real  yardstick by which  his  book  is assessed.

The  book  is divided  into  nine  chapters  and is followed up with  four
appendices, but it is probably fair to say that almost  all of  Thompson’s
contributions to an understanding of the decline are located in the  first  four
chapters.  Chapter  one, ‘lntroduction’, begins with  the sensible suggestion  that
the  most  important  single  criterion for establishing what is  a  castle is the
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existence of. a curtain wall with wall walk. behind parapet, and that hence
domestic buildings within  have  their disposition dictated by the curtain. Here,
Thompson  [S careful to pay special heed to the alternative type — the so called
tower-house of the Celtic fringes — as he does again  later  on. With his  task  of
defining accomplished, Thompson passes on to the social changes  that
influenced the castle’ s  history. He refers first to the transformation in
landholging from  tenure by military service to tenure by rent. Thompson infers
that  this  did contribute to decline, but_ does  not elaborate at this point, and  only
returns to this area in  chapter  four on the courtyard  house.  He  states  that this
developed through the incorporation of ranges of cellular accommodation in a
rectangulararrangement, the nucleus and origin of which was the hall  with  its
ancillary service  rooms.  He goes on (p. 69) that  this may well have been on
account of the need or desire to _provide at  least  occasional accommodation for
indentured retainers. Here we are beginning to tackle an important  topic, for it
is generally. held  that  the alteration in the nature of landholding, with the
concomitant emphasis on loyal service for good lordship_ reinforced by
contracts or indentures — the  essence of bastard feudalism  —  is indeed central
to the later  medieval  history of the castle. The great exponent of this was the  late
Douglas  Simpson  who, alas, very much overplayed this  view.

Although  Thompson  does not draw direct comparisons  with  early
medieval households, it  could  be suggested m furtherance of  this  approach that
while earlier  households  could also be large and include  their  element of
retainers, it may be  that  their size and demands  were  less as a rule  than  in our
period of  post  I400, so  that  in virtually all cases, suitable domestic facilities
could, in those  earlier times, be built  within  the containing circuit offlcastle
curtain. According to this reasoning, castles then  declined because  households
became too large to be billeted  within  them.

Unfortunately this  line of  thought  appears to founder if we remember some
fundamentals  —  even if the households of  earlier  centuries had been smaller,
different in composition and requiring fewer facilities, their accommodation
could just as easily have  been part of an unfortified  building; similarly many
latér medieval courtyard  houses  which  allowed for extensive accommodation
still took  the  form  and  some  attributes of  castles  and not just for symbolic
reasons. Outstanding examples  like Bodiam and Bolton  boast some  notable
it_ems of real defensive architectulje. We should perhaps conclude  that  what  is
crucial is the motivation to fortify, and  Thompson’s third  chapter on the nature
of warfare reasserts the established view that generally_1n England and  Wales
there was  none.  The  courtyard  house  15  a  symptom  then and not  a  cause of the
caqtle’ s  decline, _and so does not warrant  Thompson’s appellation  of ‘rival’.

All  this  is riot to say that social developments should be ignored  —  quite
the  reverse.  Thompson  refers us to the contraction of later medieval society and
the changing relationship of many county towns with their  castles, themes that
most definitely are relevant, but these  areas  are no more than  touched  upon.
The whole kaleidoscope of the effect on castles of social evolution is clearly
most  involved.  Michael  Thompson  is surely corregt  to say that  socio-

architectural history 15 a greasy pole  to  climb, but  climb  it we must if we are to carry
out  a  full investigation of our subject. ’In  this  very important respect, Thompson’s
book  only skates the surface and  fails  to fulfil the  promise  of the preface.
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War is  part  of social activity and of course  this  is  most  germane to
Thompson’s task. Happily there  is less scope for confusion here, partly at  least
on  account  of some very good  works  in recent  years  to which  Thompson  refers.
Thus  in chapter  three, he  gives  a  sound  resumé  of fifteenth century English wars
in France and then the Wars of the Roses, pinpointing basic differences in
objectives and hence the nature of warfare.  This, logically, is carried  over  to the
corresponding differences in the architectural response to artillery in French
and English castles — of French  boulevardes, rampin'ng, fausse brayes, bastilles
etc.,  as against a few unimpressive English  gunports  and  precious  little else. To
his credit  Thompson  does seem to urge  that  what lay behind  this  —  the
peacefulness of England for the  most  part  —  is the critical factor in the English
castle’s  decline (e.g. p.3).

Thompson’s  contribution to the subject is, I  feel, at its best when he draws
attention to the increasing costs of  castle  building and maintenance set  against,
not  just  the backcloth of  peace  in the land, but  also  the  increasing
preoccupation  with  their  lack  of profitability, though  here again treatment is all
too brief.  Another  of his own ideas  —  a discussion  that  possibly the  records  of
monastic foundations can, by their incidence, indicate a corresponding
incidence in  castle  foundation — is  less  convincing.  Thompson  admits  that this
is  tenuous, and indeed it is hard to see the relevance, though  the association of
castle  with  monastery and later, with  college of secular canons, has its own
Interest.

After  chapter  four the  book  tails away somewhat, taking the story of the
‘castle’ to the  present  day. Chapter five is a series of descriptions of later
medieval castles rather as chapter four concentrated on courtyard houses.
Chapter six is a narrative of sixteenth century decay in which there is excellent
use of Leland (backed up by appendix  2) and containing a fleeting reference
(p.lll) that  the  strength  of the monarchy may have militated against  castles.
Chapters seven and nine give more descriptions of ‘castles’, both English and
foreign  from 1500 to  latter  day Castle Drogo. Special praise should be awarded
for  chapter  eight and its two supporting appendices (3 and 4) — a  self  contained
section of the  book  dealing with  the destruction wrought during the seventeenth
century Civil Wars by the conflict itself and more  especially by ‘slighting’ —-
which  is the best summary on this subject so far, emphasising that  the
destruction was far more extensive than is usually assumed. Most of  these
chapters, including chapter four, are heavily larded with  individual  descriptions,
the chronological and geographical order of  which  is at times erratic.  These
descriptions are very good, as are the accompanying plans and illustrations,
which is what we expect from an architectural historian of  Thompson’s  stature,
but  their  presence through so much of the  book  obscure the valuable and
provocative  thoughts which  this review has  concentrated  on.

JAMES  O.  PETRE  .
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THE  OXFORD ILLUSTRATED HISTORY  OF THE  BRITISH
MONARCHY. John Cannon  and  Ralph  Griffiths.  I988.  Oxford University
Press, £19.95.

This  is  a  handsome production  running to  more  than  700 pages and 400
illustrations. The main  theme  is the  continuity of monarchy: the rituals at the
coronation of Edgar in 973 and Elizabeth II in 1953 were, in essence, the same.
As well as the kings of  England, the  kings  of Scotland and the early kings and
princes in various parts of Ireland and Wales are included, but they all sit side
by side somewhat untidily. Here is  monarchy wholesale, in  potted  biographies
and a running text.  The  writing is clear and  confident, but  what  of its  quality?

Ricardians  are best able to assess an  account  of the kings of England by the
fairness of its judgments on  Richard  111. Here the potted biography passes: no
attempt is made to  roll  back  the  advances of revisionism. But the  running text  is
a different  matter.

The authors  think  it necessary to  tell  the reader no fewer than four times
that  Richard impugned the legitimacy of his  nephew, Edward V; on the first
occasion ‘outrageously‘: but  nowhere  are the grounds stated. Although it is
conceded  that  he ‘can hardly be  held  responsible‘, we  have  to be  told  twice  that
Richard  was  present in the  Tower  when Henry VI was  murdered.  His rule is said
to have  been  ‘odious‘, but to how  many of his subjects is not  indicated.  He is

-  said to  have  had to  deny the rumours  that  he  murdered  his wife;  which  seems to
be a distortion of  reports  in the  Acts  of the Mercers’ Company and by the
Croyland Chronicler  that  he  denied  being glad about his wife’s death and
intending to  marry his niece.

In a strange passage the king is  held  responsible for crimes committed long
after his death: there is  even  what might be  taken  as  a  tasteless  reference to the
tragic killing of Professor  Charles Ross.  The  posthumous  ‘evil influence’
attributed to  Richard  is not balanced by any mention  of the loyalty which  this
King, uniquely, has  inspired, most  notably in this Society, which  was described
by Professor  A. R.  Myers  as a  ‘remarkable phenomenon’ at  a  time  when
membership was  a  fraction of its  present  numbers, and  whose  scholarly work
has been acknowledged by Professor  Ross.  Here  Ricardians are mentioned  only
in  a flight  of  fancy —  as  searching for  Richard’s  bones.

False  suggestions  apart, there  are  some  minor  inaccuracies. Lionel of
Antwerp was the  third  son of Edward Ill, not the second; and  John  of  Gaunt
the  fourth, not the  third.  At Bosworth, we are  told, Henry Tudor  was in the
thick ofthe fighting and  slew  Richard.  This  piece of  intelligence  casts fresh light
on the battle and, if it is not to be  dismissed  as misinformation, the source  ought
surely to be  given.

This  book  falls  between the library shelf and the coffee  table, but is  none
the  worse  on  that  account. Academic  historians should  be encouraged to
address  the  public directly.  Bold, broad  sweeps by those  commonly confined
within  narrow  periods are to be welcomed, even if  breadth precludes  depth. But
it  would  be wiser not to air  prejudices  quite  so  openly.

JEREMY POTTER
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DUKE RICHARD  0F  YORK, 1411-1460.  P. A.  Johnson.  I988.  Oxford
University Press, £27.50.

Readers  will  no doubt welcome the publication of the first scholarly'account of
the career of Richard  lll’s  father. It is not  a  biography. 1n genesis a  doctoral
thesis, it  restricts  itself to the  Duke’s  public life,  with  special emphasis,
inevitably, on his political  career  from 1450 to  I460.  It is founded on a  thorough
command of the Public Records, and makes  particularly skilful  use of  Coram
Rege  and Issue Rolls to enhance the detailed picture of the twists and  turns  in
'Richard  of  York’s  long struggle for political power. It is  a  densely packed  and
relentless  narrative  which  catches  the  sense  of uncertainty and confusion
characteristic  of  political  life  throughout  the  [4505. Naturally sympathy is
generated for  York  who appears, especially in the  manner  in  which  he was
elbowed out of  Normandy and into Ireland, as  more sinned  against  than
sinning. His real, if  shadowy, enemies emerge as the  king‘s household rather
than the  gullible Henry VI himself. York, whose  birth  and  wealth  ought  to  have
entitled  him to a place of  honour  at  court, spent most of his  career  in the
wilderness; coming in  only when  luck  (the  King’s  illness in  1453-4) or force
(I455, I460) rescued him.

Despite  all the merits of Dr.  Johnson's  painstaking research, the study,
which  only claims to offer a  preliminary understanding; is  unlikely to be the  last
word.  One reason for this is  that  the  author  limits himself to high politics; the
ins and  outs  of office. No  attempt  is made, apart  from an introductory look  at
estates and retainers, to establish the duke in the country, in the provinces  from
which  he  drew  his strength. Had he been an impoverished  royal  duke  he would
not  have  been the political force he was.  Admittedly the evidence is scattered
and  only to be  exhaustingly assembled, but a complete understanding of  York’s
career  will  only be  possible  when  this  task  is tackled. As it is, when the  author
does go  down  to the  country he is not entirely at  home.  Two instances  will
confirm this. Carlisle was not, as he states, in the  centre  of Percy territory;  it was
the  headquarters  of the  warden  of the west (not  east  as printed) march, Richard
Neville, Earl of Salisbury. And Sir  Thomas  Harrington, elected  to parliament
for  Yorkshire  in 1455, was  a  Neville  retainer  not one of  York’s men.  On the
other  hand  his  fellow  M.P., Sir  James  Pickering,  here overlooked,  was  York‘s
servant  and  furthermore  the  returning officer, Sir  John  Saville, was  another.
This  Yorkshire  election  was more Yorkist than the  author  recognises.

It is  a pity too  that  Dr.  Johnson  is  unwilling to offer  a direct  discussion of
the  major  questions  concerning the Duke’s career.  When  did  York  first harbour
designs on the throne? Dr.  Johnson  shows that  Henry VI, or at'least his
courtiers, chose  to believe  rumours  circulating in  I450.  He  also  gives -a
convincing explanation of the confusion  when  the  claim  was  finally and
formally advanced  in  I460.  But the issue of  what  York  was  really after  in  these
years  is left  tantalisingly unexplored.  Did  York  have  a  genuine  concern  for the
common  weal, or was he  only intent on his own self—advancement? One aside ——
that  York  saw  arousing popular  sentiment as  a  political  weapon —  suggests  the
direction  in  which  the  authors  thoughts  lie.  However, he has  neither  the
confidence to  speak  his  mind  more  fully on the  major questions  nor the courage
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to offer an assessment of the man who was the father of two kings. On the latter
the reader  will  have  to draw his or her own  conclusions from  the cumulative
evidence of the narrative. One  reading is that York was a man of severely .
limited political judgement. He was inordinately proud of his  high birth, highly
conscious of the right he assumed that  this  gave him to power and influence,
and singularly inept at  making a reality of his pretensions. It was not inevitable
that  a man with his advantages would be so consistently outmanoeuvred by his
rivals, or  would  so  frequently take the  wrong course of action. Not to put too
fine  a  point  on it, one reading of the sad story here  told  is  that  Duke Richard of
York  was  a  bit thick.

A. J.  POLLARD

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list  consists of recent  books  and articles. mainly published in the
last  twelve  months, although  earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an item  does  not preclude its subsequent review. Items marked by
an asterisk are in the  Society’s  Library.

BOOKS
Betty R. Masters, The  Chamberlain  of the  City of London,  [237-1987.  [988.
125 pages. Illustrated. The Corporation of London, £12.50.

Includes  two  chapters  on the  medieval origins, duties, and  process  of  election  of the
financial officer  of  London.  Brief biographies  and  dates  of  office  holders.

ARTICLES
Bodo  Brinkmann, The Hastings Hours and the Master of  1499, The  British
Library Journal,  volume 14(1988) pages 90-106.

Clearly-argued  new  ascription  of the  illumination; contains  some  interesting
sidelight  on the  work  and  individual habits  of  illuminators.

James A. Brundage, Legal  Aid for the  Poor  and the Professionalization of Law
in the Middle Ages, The  Journal  of Legal History,  volume 9, number  2,
September  I988, pages 169-179.

Traces  the  development  of the  doctrine  that  legal  aid for  widows  and  orphans  and
other  poor  should  be  provided free.  Until about l250  this  was  primarily seen  as the
responsibility of the  Church  and the  duty extended  to the new  profession  of  canon
lawyers  (mostly clerics). From this  date  restrictions  on the cases  brought  in the  church
courts  grew.  ln  north Italy, at least, towns  began  to  assume responsibility for  legal  aid to
the  poor.  The  growing professional  identity of the  lawyers  is  seen  as  important  in  these
developments:  like  physicians.  part  of  their  superiori was  that  they gave skilled  help to
the  poor  without  compensation.
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Clive  Burgess, ‘A  Service  for the  Dead:  the form and function of the\
Anniversary in late  mediaeval  Bristol’, Transactions  of the  Bristol  and
Gloucester  Archaeological  Society,  volume  105  (1985), pages 183-211.

A  discussion  of the ‘anniversary’, one of the  services commissioned  by individuals
for the good of their soul after  death.  It was in  effect  a repetition of the rites
accompanying burial. and was  repeated  annually for  a  specified  number of  years.‘

C. R. Cheney, A Register  of Manuscripts  borrowed  from a  College  Library,
l440-l5l7:  Corpus  Christi  College, Cambridge  MS 232, Transactions  of the
Cambridge  Bibliographical  Society, volume  9, part  2  (1987), pages  103-29.

0n the simplicity and complexity of the  electio  system  (by which  members  of  a
community borrowed  books from the communal  library for one year); based  on a
contemporary record.

A. 1.  Doyle, The  Printed  Books  of the  Last Monks  of Durham, The  Library, 6th
Series, volpme  10 (1988), pages 203-19.

Many printed  books  (as  well  as  manuscripts) of the  monks  of  Durham survive  and
many have  annotations and  inscriptions.  As  a  consequence detailed conclusions on their
library’s composition and on the books' provenance, binding, use, borrowing and  almost
‘orderly‘ dispersal  after  the  dissolution  of the  monasteries  can be  drawn.

Peter  J.  Foss, The  Battle  of Bosworth:  towards  a  Reassessment, Midland
History,  volume_l3, 1988, pages  2l-33.

The fully referenced  account of the new theory that the  battle  was fought  near
Dadlington  rather  than at the foot of Ambion  Hill.‘

R. F. Hunnisett, What is a  plea  roll?  Journal  of the  Society of Archivists,
volume  9, number  3, July [988, pages  l09-l  14.

Rolls  containing judicial proceedings or  pleas  and so  described  in their main
heading, though  they may contain administrative material  also.  Description of  their
physical make-up, and  a discussion of why rolls  and not  books were  made and why the
Exchequer fashion  of compilation  (sewn  together at  head) was  used.  The use of the  word
‘roll‘.

R. N. Swanson, Episcopal Income  from  Spiritualities  in  later  Medieval
England: The  Evidence  for the  Diocese  of Coventry and Lichfield, Midland
History,  volume 13  (1988), pages  1-19.

An  attempt  to  redress  the  usual over-emphasis  on the  landed income  of  bishops.
Records  are often poor, an exception being the diocese of Coventry and  Lichfield
between  the  M605  and  l530s. Spiritualities included pensions  from  appropriated
churches, synodals, fees  from  jurisdictions  such  as  probate  or  visitations, licence  fees,
Peter‘s Pence  and  casual sources.  Only the  bishop himself was aware of his  overall
financial  position. accounts frequently going to him  direct.  Expenses, relaxations  of fees,
and disputes ate into the  profits:  by I485  the  archdeacon  of Chester owed the bishop
H.020 because  of a  dispute.  Average  income  estimated as  (£300.  about a  third of the
total  income of the  bishop.
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